
 

Donald Young School Annual School Council Report 2020-2021 
 
The Donald Young Parent council had a difficult year due to Covid-19 precautions which restricted fundraising as well as 
meeting in person. The mandate of the DYS School Council is to work in cooperation with the school administration, 
teaching staff, and the parent community to support and enhance student learning. This year the discussion and 
involvement centred on ensuring the students had sufficient physical activity opportunities with supporting loose parts 
play as well as continued commitment to the planning and development of the playground design. Meetings of the 
Parent Council were all completed virtually but were well attended.  
 
2020-2021 Parent Council Members: 
Chair: Sara McCormick 
Vice Chair: Heidi Loney 
Principal: Shane Beckett 
Vice Principal: Pam King 
Council Members: Cheryl Foster, Kasey Beaushene, Alicia Leany, Bobbi Wyder, Allanah Arnold 
Community Members: Lori Wilson,  
Secretary: Maria Furher 
Teacher Rep: Andrea Smith 
 
Meeting Dates: 
October 1, 2020 (elections) 
October 15, 2020 
December 10, 2020 
February 11, 2021 
March 1, 2021 
April 29, 2021 
May 26, 2021 
 
Sub-Committee Meetings: 
October 20, 2021 (Fundraising) 
May 11, 2021 (Family Engagement-Soup take home bags) 
 
Activity Summary: 
 
DYS School Council met on a regular basis to exchange thoughts and information with school administration, community 
and staff representatives. Email and google meet were both utilized as primary communication tools in order to share 
and seek input in the planning of School Council led events as well as the Family Engagement committee. All meetings 
were open to the public to encourage input from parents and other members of the school community.  
 

1. Fundraising: this year’s fundraiser was not able to happen due to Covid-19 restrictions shortly after school 
council met and gathered details for a new fundraising opportunity for DYS School. School Council has hopes 
that we can do this fundraiser in the fall when school starts up again.  

2. Loose parts for the playground: council supported loose parts on the playground by offering a list of items that 
had been requested by parents and staff. In total the follwing items purchase were: 25 pails ($157.92), sleds 
($163.74), watering cans ($63.19), rope for sleds ($33.38), mini wheel barrels and magnifying glasses ($354.60). 
Leaving council with $455 for outdoor activities. Once the playground and landscaping is complete Council 
would like to continue our efforts to support the completion of the DYS school yard.  
 

3. TD Grant:  A tender was put out on March 24, 2021 for landscaping of our playground. All bids due on April 27, 
2021. There will be a better idea of what items will be purchased under the tender once the board meets on 
May 4, 2021. After that point council will look at what items we can apply for under the grant. There was a 
$280,000 budget for the landscaping which will include the drainage, general site draining, compacted gravel 



pathways, basketball area prep, sod and seeding.  It has been a long time goals of School council to have the 
playground completed to provide a more engaging space for our students.  

 
4. Family Engagement: In the 2019-20 school year, the Ministry of Education discontinued the Parents Reaching 

Out Grant application process and instead provided a lump sum amount to each school board in Ontario. Donald 
Young School was provided with $1245 total which equaled to $7.50 per student. The School Council elected to 
provide a Cooking at Home Kit for each family within our school community. The kits contained all the 
ingredients to cook a garden vegetable soup and tips for using math terminology for cooking at home with 
families had been provide by RRDSB. Our soup committee took on the task of organizing this event in an effort 
to support school and home engagement. Each family was offered a “Soup Kit” to take home and make a meal 
with family.  For some additional fun School council asked each family to submit a picture for a chance to be 
entered into a draw to win a family prize.  We hope everyone enjoyed the soup! 
 
 

This past school year has been like no other. Our students and staff have endured neuromas interruptions and changes 
to learning and a tremendous effort has been made by all. Each year School Council meets in hopes of supporting 
student, staff and community building. Although this year has prevented many opportunities to gather and engage 
directly, School Council is hopefully that next year we will be able to see more engagement between school and home 
and that we will be able to utilize our school inside and out for building connections and strengthen relationships within 
our school community.  Have a safe and happy summer, fingers crossed we will see you again in the fall.  
 

 
 

 
 


